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Screen Tour Series Off to 


Good Start With Live Hawks 


On November 10, Dr. Heinz Meng 
opened this year’s Nature Screen Tour 
Series with an illustrated lecture on 
“Birds of Prey of North-eastern United 
States.” Dr. Meng, an authority on 
hawks, presented a series of koda- 
chrome slides showing the distinguish- 
ing features of the various groups of 
hawks. This was followed by movies 
of hawks in action capturing their prey 
and feeding their young. Dr. Meng 
pointed out that one of his interests 
in studying hawks is to band them in 
an attempt to learn more about the 
ranges of the various species. During 
the entire program a hooded perre- 
grine falcon perched on stage. Follow- 
ing the movies Dr. Meng gave the audi- 
ence a closer view of his falcon and a 
beautiful 13 year old red-tailed hawk. 
The program was enthusiastically re- 
ceived and many expressed the view 
that this was one of the finest ever 
presented. 


The next Screen Tour is scheduled ~ 


for January 12 with Alvah W. Sanborn 
presenting “Pleasant Valley Nature 
Trails.” Mr. Sanborn is director of the 
Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Massachusetts. Here is a real oppor- 
tunity to see some of the finest pho- 
tography in the country depicting the 
plants and animals of this region. 
Don’t miss it! 


57-58 Nature Screen Tours 


presented jointly by the 


Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary 
and The Connecticut Arboretum 
Palmer Auditorium 
Connecticut College, New London 


Nov. 10, 3 p.m.—Dr. Heinz Meng, Birds 
of Prey of the N. E. United States” 

Jan..12, 3 p.m.—Alvah Sanborn, ‘Pleas- 
ant Valley Nature Trails” 

Feb. 2, 3 p.m.—Hal Harrison, “Beyond 
the Shining Mountains” 

Mar. 9, 3 p.m.—Prof. and Mrs. Lorus J. 
Milne, “Cloud Jungles” 

April 13, 3 p.m. Mrs. Lucie Bischoff, 
“Nature Conservation in Indonesia— 
a Tropical Archipelago” 


Plans Formalized for New Year’s Eve Dance 


Hawk Migration Over 
The Pequot-sepos 


Hawk Mountain, Cape May, and 
Mount Tom all go down in my mem- 
ory as places where I’ve seen excellent 
hawk migrations. I will now have to 
add the Pequot-sepos to that list of 
good hawk-spots. 

A true hawk flight developed over 
the Pequot-sepos at around 10:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, September 29. The regular 
Sunday morning bird walk had been 
over for about an hour when I hap- 
pened to Jook up over the Denison 
Homestead, and to my amazement, saw 
seven broad-wings circling on a warm 
air thermal. They drifted off in a south- 
westerly direction. I watched them out 
of sight and then instinctively turned 
back to the thermal where I first 
spotted them. Two sharp-shins and an 
osprey were now on the same thermal, 
and they followed the broad-wings off 
to the southwest. A single Cooper’s 
came over next. I now settled down to 
a day of hawk-watching. The flight 


_ continued, so at noon I phoned. Mr 


and Mrs. Kenneth Bates to come join 
me. They arrived at around one o’clock 
to find very rewarding hawking. The 
count for the day was 9 Species of 
hawks, totaling 67 individuals. 


The break-down by species is as fol- 
lows: Broad-wings, 11 Cooper’s, 6; 
sharp-shinned, 12; osprey, 8; snarrow 
hawk, 12; red-tailed, 1; red-shouldered, 
6; marsh hawk, 3; duck hawk, 2; and 
6 unidentified. 


This was the only day that was spent 
in its entirety watching for hawks. 
However, hawks were commonly seen 
over the Sanctuary for the next three 
weeks. A school group, during the first 
week of October, saw three hawks. 
from the parking lot, while a cub 
pack saw two over the duck pond the 
next day. The bird walk the next Sun- 
day afternoon started off with four or 
five hawks over-head, and so it con- 
tinued for several weeks. Next year, 
there will be a hawk-watching day or 
hawk count planned, but it will be 
planned for the Pequot-sepos, instead 
of some distant point. 


Arrangements have been made to 
hold our second annual New Year’s 
Eve celebration at the Mystic Art Gal- 
lery. 

The Entertainment Committee re- 
ports that the music will be tops—Billy 
Poore’s group from Providence—and 
that imaginative decorations are under 
construction. A variety of food will be 
served buffet style and ample set ups 
will be furnished. 

All members interested in having a 
gay evening and at the same time help- 
ing to provide much needed funds for 
our treasury are urged to attend, there- 
by killing two birds ( figuratively 
speaking of course) with one stone. 


Tickets may be obtained at the Mys- 
tic Sporting Goods Store in Mystic, 
Keane’s News Stand in Stonington, and 
at the Sanctuary. For additional infor- 
mation concerning the dance phone 
Robert S. Jones (Jef. 6-2644), Mrs. Mal- 
com MacGregor (Jef. 6-2400), or Hay- 
wood H. Gatch (Jef. 6-3550). 


Woody Plant Course 
Underway at Mystic 
Community Center 


The first of the adult classes got un- 
der way on Thursday evening, Novem- 
ber 21, in the small gallery at the 
Mystic Community Center. The course 
is Officially entitled, “The Identification 
of Woody Plants in Winter Condition.” 
The course is basic, and deals primar- 
ily with the keying out of twigs of na- 
tive trees and shrubs. Leaves, being 
only temporary, are not the best guides 
to identification. Buds, leaf scars, and 
bundle traces are far more reliable as 
identification clues. The course is free 
to the public and will run for five con- 
secutive weeks—the last class being a 
field trip here at the Sanctuary. A 
oX-10X hand lens, and a Winter Twig 
Guide by Dr. William Harlow of Syra- 
cuse University, are required for the 
course. These are made available for 
members of the course for $2.50 total 
price. Extra guides and hand lenses 
are being stocked in the Sanctuary 
Trading Post for any one interested in 
purchasing them. 
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Mrs. Darmstadt Hostess 


For Norwich Area Tea 

The Norwich area was the first this 
fall to have a “Tea for the Birds.” This 
“Green Tea’ was held on October 3 at 
the home of Mrs. Louis J. Darmstadt 
on Washington Street in Norwichtown. 
Mrs. Heral P. Reno was co-hostess. 

The Norwich members who made 
sandwiches and tea cakes and presided 
at the tea table included Mrs. Reno, 
Miss Edith Young, Mrs. Sterry Garri- 
gus, Mrs. Charles DuPont, Mrs. Wal- 
ter Camp, and Mrs. Ralph Anderson. 

Mrs. Malcolm D. MacGregor, Presi- 
dent, and William Wylie, Curator, set 
up the displays of the Audubon wares, 
dry arrangements, bird houses, and 
bird feed. Other board members and 
friends who helped with the sales and 
took memberships and subscriptions to 
the screen tours were Mrs. Clarence 
Wimpfheimer, Mrs. David Kellems, 
Mrs. Waldo Miner, and others. Forty 
people attended. 


Curator Thanks 


Mystic Seaport 
A note of thanks goes to the Mystic 
Seaport for the gift of a display case 
for the Sanctuary Museum. The case 
is about eight feet long and six feet 
wide with double glass doors. The case 
case will be used for a current ex- 
hibit—one which will change monthly 
or so during the museum season. 


Curator on Staff of Outdoor 
Education Workshop 


The State Committee on Outdoor Ed- 
ucation held a workshop at the new 
Hartford YMCA Outdoor Center at 
North Colebrook on September 28-28. 
The purpose of the workshop was as 
follows: “To acquaint school personnel 
(teachers, elementary supervisors, prin- 
cipals, superintendents and_ teacher 
preparation faculty) with techniques of 
using the outdoors as a classroom to 
teach school subjects and to develop 
interest in the conservation of our nat- 
ural resources.” The Workshop was di- 
rected by Miss Ruth V. Byler, Chair- 
man of the State Outdoor Education 
Committee. 

Your Sanctuary Curator was con- 
tactetd by Dr. Raymond Kienholz of 
the University of Connecticut, Storrs, 
to assist on the staff of the workshop. 
The calibre of the “students” attending 
the workshop was very high, and your 
curator feels that he gained greatly, as 
well as contributing. A great deal of 
Pequot-sepos literature was handed 
out. It was rewarding to discover, in 
doing so, that the Pequot-sepos is well 
known throughout the state in conser- 
vation and natural history groups. 
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Curator Teaches School for 
R. I. Audubon Society 


Many of our sanctuary members are 
familiar with the elementary educa- 
tional program started by the Massa- 
chusetts Audubon Society in the late 
1930s. This is a program approved by 
the State Board of Education and paid 
for by any cooperating school district, 
where an Audubon Staff member 
teaches a bi-weekly natural science 
course in the fifth and sixth grade. 
The course generally consists of fifteen 
one-hour visits to the classroom, and 
terminates in a two-hour field trip to 
an Audubon Sanctuary, or other con- 
venient wild area. The course covers 
as many aspects as possible in the 
natural science field, with the basic 
theme being Conservation, not identi- 
fication. The Rhode Island Audubon 
Society started the same general sort 
of program three years ago. The course 
has expanded now to the point where 
one teacher can no longer handle it, but 
there are not sufficient classes for a 
second full time teacher. Your Sanctu- 
ary Curator was contacted in September 
by Roland Clement. Executive Director 
of the Rhode Island Audubon Society to 
teach the six classes in Westerly. Since 
this was the sort of work your curator 
had been doing in Massachusetts for the 
past two years, he felt qualified for 
the job. The actual teaching job only 
requires two days a month—the first 
and second Tuesday—and for this, the 
Sanctuary receives $560.00 for the 
year. It is the ambition of your curator 
that a program such as this may some 
day be started in the Mystic-Stoning- 
ton area. 


The President Speaks 


Congratulations to our Curator Bill 
Wylie and his wife Joyce on the ar- 
rival of Mark William on October 16. 
Already, along with his bottle, young 
Mark is being instructed in wild lore. 
Mark, we feel, will soon serve as as- 
sistant curator to his father. 

Many thanks to our members who 
donated so generously to the repairs 
for the museum. We are especially in- 
debted to the Denison Society who 


have kindly offered to help us in this 


project. We believe we have raised 
enough so that we can start the work 
soon after the holidays. By spring, we 
should have a really fine museum. Be 
Sure and pay us a visit and see the 
progress. 


Curator’s Comments 


A note of thanks goes to Mr. James 
McKenna of the New London Day for 
his enthusiasm and cooperation in giv- 
ing the Sanctuary the excellent cover- 
age which it has received. Many Sanc- 


tuary functions were publicized only 
by the Day. 

All due apologies to the friends of 
the late Mrs. Marjorie Ryan, who gave 
the fine shrubbery plantings in her 
memory. Through some _ mis-under- 
standing only one of her many friends 
had been given recognition for this 
gift in the last issue of the Trails. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hugh Cole gave generously 
of their time in the planting of these 
shrubs. 


Mrs. Storrow Hostess 
For Stonington Tea 


On Thursday, November 14, a “Silver 
Tea” was held at the home of Mrs. 
Thomas W. Storrow, 68 Main Street, 
Stonington. Mrs. Douglas MacGregor, 
our President, was in charge of the 
sale of articles that we have at the 
Sanctuary. She was assisted by Mrs. 
Dana Burnet, Mrs. Cottrell Chandler, 
Mrs. Stanton Robbins and Mrs. Hart- 
ford Gongaware.. 


Mrs. Doris Thorne was in charge of 
taking orders for Christmas wreaths, 
assisted by Mrs. Thomas Bradford. 
Mrs. David Kellems and Mrs. George 
Burgess were in charge of new mem- 
berships and the sale of tickets for the 
screen tours. Our curator, Bill Wylie, 
had bird feeders and bird seed for sale 
in the garden. Mrs. Donald Cottrell was 
in charge of a table of vases of dried 
flower arrangements, which had been 
designed and executed by Mrs. Ethel 
Kremer, Mrs. C. V. Moore, Mrs. Wil- 
liam White, Mrs. Storrow, and Mrs. 
Cottrell. Mrs. Storrow was in charge 
of the tea table and the pourers were 
Mrs. Parker Page, Mrs. Cottrell Chand- 
ler, and Mrs. Coert duBois. The Com- 
mittee is very grateful for all the gen- 
erous contributions of delicious sand- 
wiches and cookies, and to all those 
who gave so generously of their time. 
Mrs. Moore was responsible for the 
beautiful arrangement of fruit and 
flowers in the center of the tea table. 
The response of all our interested sup- 
porters was most generous and reward- 
ing. More than eighty teas were served, 
and the feeling of enthusiasm of all the 
guests was very gratifying to those in 
charge, 


Sanctuary Receives Gift 


Of Water Cooler 


A special note of thanks goes to 
Manitock Springs for the gift of a 
water cooler for the Sanctuary Muse- 
um. This gift fills a definite need as 
there is no other water available on 
the Sanctuary side of Pequot-sepos 
Avenue. 


@ 
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Fall Field Trips Big Success 


The September field trips to watch 
bird migrations were so popular that, 
now, each Sunday afternoon, a nature 
walk through the Sanctuary is sched- 
uled. 

It is fascinating to walk leisurely 
along the trails, with an enthusiastic 
leader answering almost any question 
pertaining to nature lore. As bird en- 
thusiasts know, text books do seem to 
skip over too many details; for in- 
stance, details pertaining to changing 
seasonal styles in bird plumage. This, 
and other like questions are clearly an- 
swered, as well as on-the-spot identifi- 
cation of birds in flight, of flowers, of 
ferns, of trees. The group has seen 
the woodchuck’s front and back door 
of his home and the work of the 
hairy woodpecker, a conservationist, 
who helps control elm tree disease by 
stripping the bark from the elm, that 
she, the bird, may feed on the larvae 
which spreads the disease. 

There have been several Saturday 
trips. One to Mount Tom, Northamp- 
ton, Mass., to watch hawk migrations, 
where there’ was an_ unscheduled 
glimpse of the pileated woodpecker. 

One early Saturday morning at Barn 
Island, while looking out across the 
salt marshes to a background of tall 
trees, the group saw two snowy egrets 
fly in and land on a flat topped pepper- 
idge tree. With the aid of the telescope 
each person had an opportunity to see 
clearly these beautiful creatures, a 
clear enough look to see even their lit- 
tle black legs with golden feet. The 
snowies, having settled down comfort- 
ably, a great American egret flew in. 
landing on the same tree top. This 
large, dignified, graceful bird remained 
close by, a pure white sentinel stand- 
ing guard. 

The start of the hunting season 
changed the walks from Barn Island to 
a safe locality, to Harkness Memorial 
Park, where both land and shore birds 
are to be found. 

Weather has been no deterrent. On 
these trips, should a shower come up, 
the group gathers in the museum build- 
ing for more questions, short talks, or 
to observe the displays on exhibit. 

Each walk of the past three months 
has presented something of special in- 
terest to delight the members and 
friends of the Sanctuary. 

K.B.D. 


Norwich Goes All-Out 


For Pequot-sepos 


The Norwich Bulletin had a two col- 
umn featured news article about the 
Pequot-sepos Sanctuary before the 
Norwich Tea for the Birds. Mr. Mal- 
colm Morse, of Station WICH inter- 
viewed Mrs. Louis Darmstadt regard- 


ing the Sanctuary for fifteen minutes, 
and this was broadcast on the Norwich 
radio station on Sunday, October 13, 
at 1:15 p.m. Cranston’s Stationary 
Store on Broadway in Norwich had a 
very attractive window display fea- 
turing the Sanctuary at the time of the 
fall migration. 


Tiger Gets New Sanctuary 
Roommate, But Big Stranger 
Is Violently Vicious 


(This is a reprint of an article by James 
McKenna which appeared in the New Lon- 
don Day. Under normal conditions, your 
Curator feels that nature should take its 
course in “eat or be eaten” matters in wild- 
life populations. This is not a normal situ- 
ation. The Sanctuary needed a flock of ducks 
on the pond, and this was impossible with 
the great-horned owls in the area. It was 
deemed more feasible to capture them than 
to dispose of them.) 

Mystic—Tiger, the great horned owl 
at Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary, has 
a new roommate. 

And neither owl is very happy about 
it. The newcomer is furious because he 
(or she) was caught. Tiger is put out 
because the new great horned owl is 
greater. 

Greater may be an understatement. 
Owl No. 2 looks like the greatest, to 
take a phrase from capital-B Birdland. 
It’s one of the biggest—and maddest— 
owls ever seen in these parts. 

Faithful readers may recall that last 
week Curatar Bill Wylie set himself a 
snare and recaptured that great horned 
owl that had flown the coop at the 
Trailside Museum at the Sanctuary and 
had spent the next few weeks killing 
ducks. 

Great horned owls are not found on 
every limb and Wylie thought the one 
he had caught was the missing tiger 
of the air (a descriptive phrase for 
great horned owls used by ornitholo- 
gists in small-b birdland). 


Mistaken Identity? 


But despite the capture, nighttime 
raids went on. Three or four ducklings 
disappeared from the Sanctuary ponds. 

Back up went the snare and the next 
morning the “who-dunnit” was solved. 
Angrily demanding ‘“who-who-who is 
responsible for this outrage” was a 
balefully glaring horned owl that Wylie 
described as a giant of the species. 

Nullifying the terrific striking power 
of the bird’s huge talons by tossing 
his shirt over him (or her) Wylie man- 
aged to get the newcomer into the cage 
resentfully occupied by Tiger. 


From a Distance 


From a respectacle distance, the new 
owl looks to stand nearly two feet high, 
has talons aS wide as a man’s hand, a 
wicked looking beak, wild yellow star- 
ing eyes and the wingspread of an 
avenging angel. 

The male or female owl 


(Wylie 


thinks it’s a she but is not anxious to 
climb into the coop to find out) has 
spent the past two days hurling herself 
at the chicken wire in a futile effort to 
get out and hissing. (That’s what we 
said, hissing) malevolently at _ bird 
watchers on the safe side of the fence. 

“That will pass,’”’ Wylie said with as- 
surance. “T’ll make friends with her 
yet.” 

There are those willing to bet a 
plugged field mouse he doesn’t. 


Additional Field Trips and 
Nature Walks Planned 


The response to the Sunday morning 
bird walks and the Saturday field trips 
has been rewarding to all concerned. 
On the basis of this response and en- 
thusiasm, your curator felt compelled 
to extend both the Saturday and Sun- 
day trips. All trips held, beyond the 
ones listed in the last Trails, were an- 
nounced in the Mystic section of the 
New London Day. 

A new series of Sunday Walks was 
initiated on October 6. At that time 
the Sunday walks, here at the Sanctu- 
ary, were dropped from 7:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. There will be a walk here 
every Sunday throughout the winter 
at 2:30 p.m., except the Sundays of the 
Screen Tours at Palmer Auditorium. 
Nature does not die during the winter. 
It merely “takes a break.” Winter birds 
are quite active; and much time will be 
spent on trees and shrubs, tracks in 
snowy weather, flowering plant re- 
mains, and many other aspects of 
winter. Join the walks and share in the 
fun and knowledge. Something warm 
to drink will be available when the 
weather turns adverse. Starting the 
first Sunday in April, the walks will go 
back to 7:00 a.m. to take full advan- 
tage of the Spring Bird Migration. 


Fowl Experiences 

Frequent visitors to the sanctuary 
museum and grounds have become ac- 
customed to seeing the great horned 
Owls and also the mallard ducks on 
whom the owls were preying. You may 
recall that this fondness for ducks re- 
sulted in the necessity of capturing 
the owls. The sanctuary had taken a 
bit of pride in the tameness exhibited 
by the seven surviving ducks. These 
mallards, originally ten in number, as 
very young ducklings were cared for at 
first in a pen by the water side. Later, 
they were released into the open water 
of the Sanctuary pond to enable them 
to feed from all parts of it. It had been 
their custom, since their freedom, to 
meet the Curator on the trail each 
evening when he delivered their sup- 
plimentary feed. They even, very cau- 
tiously, took corn from his hand. Au- 
tumn bird walks were disturbed by 
these over-friendly ducks when they 
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chattered loudly at the backs of bird 
enthusiasts standing on the shore, try- 
ing to observe, quietly, the swamp 
sparrow in the grasses beyond. The 
young ducks curiously followed, at a 
safe distance in the water, the Sanctu- 
ary dog, as she trotted along the per- 
imeter of the water. Children especially 
appreciated their tameness. 

After three consecutive incidents of 
horror, horned owl raids at the cost of 
one duck each, the seven water fowl 
remaining were noticeably more wary. 
This fear seemed only temporary, how- 
ever. The Curator and other observers 
were glad to see how quickly they for- 
got these incidents, to become friendly 
again. It became a point of note, how- 
ever, that when a duck was observed 
to turn its head way over to the side, 
that, for sure, its one skyward eye 
was focused on a larger sized bird in 
the sky. It may have been only a gull, 
flying high, or perhaps a red gull, 
ered hawk soaring, but it was there. 
Often, one had to look concentratedly 
to find it; but the cautious ducks had 
spotted what might be a potential men- 
ace, unfailingly. During the hawk mi- 
gration, which, by the way, is excel- 
lent over this area, the best hawk 
spotters were these mallards, with vis- 
ion to put man with his binoculars 
to shame. 

Since the complete freezing of the 
pond is inevitable, being just a small 
body of fresh water, it has been the 
plan of the Sanctuary Curator to move 
the ducks indoors as soon as the pond 
becomes permanently frozen, ie. for 
the winter. This is to be done by con- 
verting their former fledgling pen into 
a live trap and luring the tame fellows 
in with the offer of their usual evening 
supplimentary meal. It promises to be 
a relatively simple matter to accom- 
plish. A previous plan to clip flight 
feathers had long since been aban- 
doned. The Curator has never consid- 
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TRADING POST 


Complete Line of Decorated Note Papers —.......--cccccce en $ 1.00 
Paper Books on Nature Subjects ence nent $ 1.00 
Patarson’s Guide to mirds 2 ee $ 3.95 
Bishop Birdhouses and Feedens «....-.-..c--cncceneccccecc ene eseeeeeeeeeetttnnceent $ 1.00 up 
i, RO aR SS P< 2 5 ae en sal = Ae pee Le 7. 109 $ .25 1b 
Audubon China (beautiful Christmas gifts) nn $ 1.00 up 
Jason Binoculars—Advertised in Life—6 xX 30... $35.25 
feo: RR i AL $39.25 
Gee Seen ee Site Ski SS $47.50 


Support the Pequot-sepos. Christmas Shop at your Sanctuary.. 
10% Discount to members on $5.00 and over. 


he 


ered pinioning the birds, since this 
would be a permanent laming of the 
wing. | 

To house 3 @ jaallards, six 
females and ‘ 


as _@-— > |iale, and the 
three white - Se 2 t 
- ‘S-POSTaGE I 


Jd mean the 
converting 01 = /t room under 
the museum workshop into an unclut- 
tered room, supplied constantly with 
food and water. This room stays rela- 
tively warm, naturally, so heating is 
not a concern. The ducks would not be 
able to swim here, but then this would 
also be the case on the frozen pond. 

As of the first week in December, 
the whole picture has been altered. One 
evening the Sanctuary Curator found 
much of the pond frozen over, SO, 
equipped with rake, opened the water’s 
edge as far as possible. An early morn- 
ing return to the pond found a slow- 
ly thawing ice surface, plus the usual 
three Pekings. The mallards were three 
in number also, however. Three drab 
female mallards came to greet the 
Curator. Where were the other three 
with their vivid male companion? One 
can now only speculate. It Seems un- 
likely that they would finally fly off at 
this late date, especially considering 
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their confidence in an unending sup- 
ply of food. It is a possibility, however. 
It also seems unlikely that a great 
horned owl (not one of our imprisoned 
ones) found the appetite to devour four 
fully grown ducks, all in one evening. 
Besides, no evidence, in the form of 
feathers and undigested feed could be 
found, as it was in the original three 
owl killings. This is less of a possibil- 
ity. It would be unthinkable that gun- 
ners stole in during the earliest hours 
of dawn to carry away the four. There- 
fore one answer seems most likely. It 
is the belief of our Sanctuary Curator 
that the Cooper’s hawk, spotted over 
the sanctuary the day of the discovery 
was indirectly the cause of this loss. 
For this hawk to fly low over the pond 
would, as has been observed earlier, in- 
duce enough panic in the ducks to 
cause them to seek escape, and that, 
by diving. It is easy to see how the ice 
covering would prevent the ducks from 
surfacing, for in their confusion, they 
would certainly have difficulty in find- 
ing open water again. If this is the an- 
swer, then the drowned duck bodies 
may be found eventually to verify the 
theory. 
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